



WEST LAKE. La-~If 
yoij’rp interested in a roving 
report on national reaction to 
Pipsident Kennedy's assassina- 
tion and its aftermai.h, her® it 
is: 

In some 40fX) milei^ nf travel 
in the past six weeks, I did not, 
eneounter one single person 
who believed he or she had 
been told the real truth. 

Some, of eourse, blamed the ne\vs media. 
But these were in the minority and they mostly 
were merely repeating: an old tune with new 
v^ord.s. 

Most of those questioned indicaied a com- 
plete lack of faith in the official report^?, on the 
case the re port .s by public officials as well as 
those by the law enforcement officers involved. 

This was a cumulairlve thing which had al- 
most escaped me until I came home for the 
vyeek end to sit on the river bank and look over 
rny notes. 

* • * 

1'hen, page after page, from alate alter 
state, I found notes and quotes of disitrust and 
.suspicion about the whole Dallas episode. 

And when I .started thinking back i couldn't 
think of A sUngte parwon who wasn't af the very 
iea.st uneasy about whether the real truth had 
been told. 

There were .some who fell that there might . 
he good national .security reasons for withhold- 
ing at least part of the story, But even they 
Vi/ ere troubled about it. 


The fantastic theories that were advanced 
many quarters as fact would ahaka even the 
Warren commission-. 

Some were absolutely certain that the whcsle 
thing grew out ©I the 04 ban situation. 

' Others said that recent leaseniBjg ©f 
tensions between Washijigton and Moscow ex- 
plained it all. 

And both of those plots had dillerlBg sets 
of villains. 

From there on, the imaginations mn riot. 
Naturally, the upcoming Presidential election 
entered into many stories- and they were told 
with such conviction that the tellers phviously 
were convinced they were true. 

" They were certain the whole thing was poM- i 
tics, and they differed only as to which p&rp/s | 
politics, 3 

« « « I 

Almost all the storleSj II told In, detail, would | 
|)0 libelous. And some of them would-' coma I 
close to inciting treason. 

They really had only one thing in common, 
and perhaps that Is the real stqry: 

^ All of them ctoly distrusted the sMefal, 
reports. Off hand, I cannot recall any time, in 
peace or war, when this was such & universal 
raa-etlon. 

■ Perhaps U. Is the atmosphere that naturally 
^ follows an assassination. But it ia a frightening . 
thing — like a room iiiied with eocplosive gas. 

The Warren commission has an awesoitie re- 
sponsibility, possibly one that even Ua members 
do not yet. fulis^ $w*mpre!iend. 




